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Brest and look after British interests, as well as her own,
in the Mediterranean. In connection with this discussion,
many British newspapers urged that the Anglo-French
Entente should be definitely extended to a regular defensive
alliance. "The only alternative to the constant menace of
war is a new system of precise alliances." m This also was
the feeling of M. Poincare. Upon instructions from him,
Paul Cambon spoke to Sir Arthur Nicolson about the need
of strengthening the Entente Cordiale through a written
agreement:
"You see there is a cause of weakness in M. Poincare's
situation. More than anyone else, he is a partisan of the
Entente with England, but to the important politicians, to
his colleagues in the Cabinet, to the leaders of French public
opinion who question him, he cannot give them to under-
stand that there exist between us other bonds than those
of sympathy. This is enough between two Governments
sure of their reciprocal intentions. It is not enough for pub-
lic opinion. The enemies 'of England in France (they are
few but they exist) proclaim that our relations with you
offer no security. I have, therefore, asked myself if we could
not find together a formula which would permit us to reas-
sure uneasy and doubting spirits. I know that the British
Government does not have the right to bind itself without
the authorization of Parliament, but there is no need of an
agreement in duplicate, of a treaty drawn up and signed;
we could content ourselves with an exchange* of declarations.
This is what we would have done in 1905 with Lord Lans-
downe, if the resignation of M. Delcasse had not cut our
conversation short." m
Sir Arthur Nicolson was personally favorable to making
such an agreement, which, according to M. Poincare, would
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